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Press Release 
   Date: 18th October 2026 

Time of Issue:1330 hours IST 
                                                                                                                                     
Subject: The Wet spell with isolated heavy to very heavy rainfall likely to continue over Tamil Nadu, 

Puducherry & Karaikal till 24th; over Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam, Rayalaseema and South 
Interior Karnataka on 18th and isolated heavy rainfall also likely to continue over Kerala & Mahe, 
South Interior Karnataka till 24th; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema till 21st 
October, 2026. 

 

Realized weather during past 24 hours ending at 0830 hours IST of today, the 18th October, 2026: 

❖ Extremely heavy rainfall (≥ 21 cm) has been recorded over Tamil Nadu.  
❖ Heavy rainfall (7-11 cm) has been recorded over Coastal Andhra Pradesh, Rayalaseema, Telangana and South 

Interior Karnataka. 
 
Weather Systems, Forecast and Warnings (Annexure I & II): 

❖ An upper air cyclonic circulation lies over Westcentral Bay of Bengal & adjoining south Andhra Pradesh and 
Tamil Nadu coasts persists in lower & middle tropospheric levels. 

❖ An upper air cyclonic circulation lies over North Interior Karnataka & neighbourhood in lower tropospheric 
level. 

❖ A trough runs from Lakshadweep to Westcentral Bay of Bengal across Karnataka, south Andhra Pradesh in 
lower tropospheric levels. 

❖ Under the influence of the upper air cyclonic circulation over Southwest Arabian Sea, a Low Pressure Area 
has formed over the same region at 0830 hrs IST of today, the 18th October 2026. It is likely to become more 
marked during next 24 hours. 

❖ The Western Disturbance as a cyclonic circulation lies over Himachal Pradesh & adjoining Punjab in lower 
tropospheric level with a trough aloft in middle tropospheric levels roughly along Long. 70°E to the North of 
Lat. 28°N. 

❖ An upper air cyclonic circulation lies over south Rajasthan & neighbourhood in lower tropospheric levels. 
❖ A trough runs from Southwest Rajasthan to Northeast Arabian Sea in lower tropospheric level. 
❖ An upper air cyclonic circulation lies over Gulf of Thailand & neighbourhood in lower tropospheric levels. 

 
Under the influence of above systems, the following weather is likely: 

South Peninsular India: 

❖ Fairly Widespread to Widespread rainfall likely over Kerala & Mahe, Lakshadweep, South Interior Karnataka 
and Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 18th-24th October; Coastal Karnataka during 18th-20th 
October and during 23rd-24th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema on 18th October. 

❖ Isolated to Scattered rainfall likely over Coastal Karnataka during 21st-22nd October; North Interior 
Karnataka during 18th-24th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema during 19th-24th 
October; Telangana during 18th-21st October. 

❖ Isolated thunderstorm, lightning & gusty winds (speed reaching 40-50 kmph gusting to 60 kmph) likely 
over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 18th-24th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and 
Rayalaseema during 18th-20th October, with gusty winds (speed reaching 30-40 kmph gusting to 50 
kmph) likely over Kerala & Mahe, Lakshadweep, North Interior Karnataka and South Interior Karnataka 
during 18th-20th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema during 21st-22nd October; 
Telangana during 18th-21st October. 

❖ Isolated thunderstorm & lightning likely over Kerala & Mahe and Lakshadweep during 21st-22nd October; 
Coastal Karnataka during 18th-20th October. 

❖ Isolated heavy rainfall likely over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 22nd-24th October; Kerala & 
Mahe during 18th-24th October; Lakshadweep during 21st-23rd October; Coastal Karnataka on 18th October; 
South Interior Karnataka during 19th-24th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema during 
19th-21st October with isolated very heavy rainfall also likely over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 
18th-21st October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam, Rayalaseema and South Interior Karnataka on 18th 
October. 



 

 

❖ Strong Surface Winds likely over Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and Rayalaseema during 18th-22nd 
October. 

Northwest, Central, East, West & Northeast India: 

❖ No significant weather likely over Northwest, Central, East, West & Northeast India during the week.  

 

Fishermen Warning: 

❖ Arabian Sea: Over southwest Arabian sea & adjoining sea Areas during 19th to 22nd October 2026. 
 
Weather conditions and forecast over Delhi/NCR during next 4 days (Annexure III)  
For more details, kindly refer National Weather Bulletin:  
https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/all_india_forcast_bulletin.php 
For District wise warnings refer: https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/districtWiseWarningGIS.php 
For Fishermen warning refer https://rsmcnewdelhi.imd.gov.in/fishermenwarning.php  
 
Highest rainfall recorded (≥ 7 cm) (from 0830 hours IST of yesterday to 0830 hours IST of today over different 
Meteorological Subdivision): 

❖ Tamil Nadu: Parrys (Chennai Dt) 36, Kathivakkam (Chennai Dt) 34 
❖ Rayalaseema: Chittoor 9 
❖ South Interior Karnataka: Ramanagara (dist Ramanagara) 7  
❖ Coastal Andhra Pradesh: SPSR Nellore 7 
❖ Telangana: Konijerla (Khammam) 7. 
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Annexure I 
 

 

 
 

• As the lead period increases forecast accuracy decrease. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Annexure II 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 /           

 
Action may be taken based on ORANGE AND REDCOLOUR warnings. 
Vulnerable regions likely urban and hilly areas action may be initiated for heavy rainfall warning. 
As the lead period increases forecast accuracy decreases. 
 
Detailed district-wise Multi-Hazard weather warning for next five days available at 
https://mausam.imd.gov.in/responsive/districtWiseWarningGIS.php 
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Annexure III 

 
Weather forecast over Delhi/NCR during 18th -21st October 2026 
 

Past Weather:  

There has been rise in maximum temperatures by 1-2°C and fall in minimum temperatures by 1-2°C over Delhi during 
the past 24 hours. The maximum temperatures were in the range of 30-33°C and the minimum temperatures are in the 
range 18-19°C respectively during past 24 hours over Delhi. The minimum temperatures are normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) 
at most places of Delhi. The maximum temperatures were appreciably below normal (-3.1°C to -5.0°C) at isolated places, 
below normal (-1.6°C to -3.0°C) at a few places and normal (-(-1.5°C to 1.5°C) over remaining part of Delhi. Partly cloudy 
sky with surface wind speed 10 kmph from the southeast direction prevailed over Delhi during past 24 hours. Mainly 
clear sky with surface wind speeds up to 10 kmph from the northwest direction likely to prevail during forenoon over 
the region today. 

Weather Forecast: 

18.10.2026: Mainly clear sky. The maximum temperatures over Delhi are likely to be in the range of 31-33°C. The 
maximum temperatures will be below near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most places over Delhi. The predominant surface 
wind is likely to be from the northwest direction with surface wind speed reaching up to 22 kmph during the afternoon. 
The surface wind speed will decrease coming up to 10 kmph from the north direction during evening and night hours. 

19.10.2026: Mainly clear sky. The maximum and minimum temperatures over Delhi are likely to be in the range of 
31°C to 33°C and 18°C to 20°C, respectively. The minimum temperature will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most 
places, and the maximum temperatures will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most places over Delhi. The 
predominant surface wind is likely to be from the northwest direction with wind speed reaching up to 10 kmph during 
the morning hours. The surface wind speed will increase becoming up to 22 kmph from the northwest direction during 
afternoon. The surface wind speed will decrease becoming up to 12 kmph from the northwest direction during evening 
and night hours. 
 
20.10.2026: Mainly clear sky. The maximum and minimum temperatures over Delhi are likely to be in the range of 
31°C to 33°C and 18°C to 20°C, respectively. The minimum temperature will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most 
places, and the maximum temperatures will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most places over Delhi. The 
predominant surface wind is likely to be from the northwest direction with wind speed reaching up to 12 kmph during 
the morning hours. The surface wind speed will increase becoming up to 22 kmph from the northwest direction during 
afternoon. The surface wind speed will decrease becoming up to 12 kmph from the northwest direction during evening 
and night hours. 
 
21.10.2026: Mainly clear sky. The maximum and minimum temperatures over Delhi are likely to be in the range of 
32°C to 34°C and 19°C to 21°C, respectively. The minimum temperature will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most 
places, and the maximum temperatures will be near normal (-1.5°C to 1.5°C) at most places over Delhi. The 
predominant surface wind is likely to be from the northwest direction with wind speed reaching up to 10 kmph during 
the morning hours. The surface wind speed will increase becoming up to 20 kmph from the north direction during 
afternoon. The surface wind speed will decrease becoming up to 12 kmph from northeast direction during evening and 
night hours.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Impact Expected and Action Suggested due to very heavy/ extremely heavy rainfall: 
❖ Isolated very heavy rainfall also likely over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 18th-21st October; 

Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam, Rayalaseema and South Interior Karnataka on 18th October. 
❖ Isolated heavy rainfall likely over Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal during 22nd-24th October; Kerala 

& Mahe during 18th-24th October; Lakshadweep during 21st-23rd October; Coastal Karnataka on 18th 
October; South Interior Karnataka during 19th-24th October; Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam and 
Rayalaseema during 19th-21st October. 

 

Impact expected:  

❖ Breaking of tree branches, uprooting of small trees like banana, papaya, drum sticks. Strong wind and rain may 
damage plantation, horticulture and standing crops.  

❖ Partial damage to vulnerable structures due to strong winds and rain.  
❖ Minor damage to kutcha houses/walls, huts and roads due to heavy rain.  
❖ Loose objects may fly.  
❖ Small ships, trawlers and boats may be affected. 
❖ Road and rail traffic may be affected due to heavy rain and squally winds. 
❖ There could be localised landslides, mudslides, landslips, water logging, inundation and flooding over low lying 

areas. 
❖ Occasional reduction in visibility due to heavy rainfall. 
❖ Helicopter services may get affected. 

 

Action suggested:  

❖ People are advised to keep a watch on the weather for worsening conditions and be ready to move to safer 
places accordingly.  

❖ Take safe shelters; do not take shelter under trees, as there could be lightning.  
❖ In case of expected lightning, unplug electrical/ electronic appliances, immediately, get out of water bodies and 

keep away from all the objects that conduct electricity. 
❖ Tourism and recreational activities to be regulated. 
❖ Onshore and offshore activities to be judiciously regulated. 
❖ Helicopter services to be regulated. 

Agromet advisories for likely impact of Heavy Rainfall 

➢ In Tamil Nadu, drain excess water from paddy, banana, cotton, turmeric, sugarcane and tapioca fields to prevent

 waterlogging. Harvest mature paddy and groundnut during  dry intervals and store the produce safely. Postpon

e fertilizer application, pesticide spraying and intercultural operations during rainfall. 

➢ In Keralam, ensure proper drainage in paddy, coconut, vegetables, ginger, banana  field.Provide mechanical sup

port to banana and papaya plants and stake young plants to avoidlodging. Monitor paddy for blast and sheath rot

 under wetconditions. Postpone fertilizer application and plant-protection operations during rainfall. 

➢ In Coastal Karnataka, clear drainage channels in fields, particularly in areas expecting  very heavy rainfall. Ensu

re adequate drainage in ginger and other standing crops,  

provide support to vulnerable horticultural plants and protect harvested produce in  

covered, dry storage.  

➢ In South Interior Karnataka, drain excess water from lowlying  fields to prevent waterlogging and crop damag

e. Provide staking or propping to crops vulnerable to lodging,  

particularly horticultural crops, and protect harvested produce from rain. Harvest mature crops during suitable 

dry intervals and postpone fertilizer application, plant-

protection measures and other field operations during rainfall. 

➢ In Coastal Andhra Pradesh, provide adequate drainage in standing crops, particularly  

rice, maize, finger millet, groundnut and vegetables. Provide mechanical support to  

horticultural crops and stake vegetables against strong winds. Harvest mature groundnut and maize during suita

ble dry intervals and store the produce safely. Postpone fertilizer  

application, pesticide spraying and intercultural operations during heavy rainfall. 

➢ In Rayalaseema, ensure adequate drainage in crop fields and provide mechanical  

support to horticultural crops and staking to vegetables to minimise lodging due to strong winds.  Monitor groun

dnut for Helicoverpa incidence and install bird perches for natural pest control. Suspend fertilizer application, pe

sticide spraying and other field operations during heavy rain and thunderstorms. 

Agromet advisories for likely impact of Thunderstorm / Gusty Winds 



 

 

➢ Shift the harvested produce in safer places or cover the produce with tarpaulin sheets in the fields. Tie the 

harvested crops securely and cover them to minimize the risk of displacement from strong surface winds. 

➢ Provide mechanical support to horticultural crops and staking or support to vegetables and young fruit plants / 

fruit-bearing plants to avoid lodging due to strong winds. 

 

Advisories for likely impact of Heavy Rainfall or Livestock / Poultry / Fisheries 

➢ Keep the animals inside the shed during heavy rainfall and provide them balanced feed. 

➢ Store the feed and fodder in a safe place to prevent spoilage. 

➢ Construct an outlet with proper netting around the ponds to drain excess water, thereby preventing fish from 

escaping in the event of overflow. 

 
 
Legends & abbreviations:  
 

Heavy Rain:64.5115.5mm; Very Heavy Rain:115.6204.4mm; Extremely Heavy Rain: >204.4mm. 
Obsy: Observatory; Automatic Weather Station; ARG: Automatic Rain Gauge; dist: District: NH: National Highway; 
KVK: Krishi Vigyan Kendra; DVC: Damodar Valley Corporation; PTO: Part Time Office, Aero: Aerodrome, IAF: 
Indian Air Force. 
Region wise classification of meteorological Sub-Divisions: 
Northwest India: Western Himalayan Region (Jammu-Kashmir-Ladakh-Gilgit-Baltistan-Muzaffarabad, Himachal 
Pradesh and Uttarakhand); Punjab, Haryana Chandigarh & Delhi; West Uttar Pradesh, East Uttar Pradesh, West 
Rajasthan and East Rajasthan.  
Central India: West Madhya Pradesh, East Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha and Chhattisgarh. 
East India: Bihar, Jharkhand, Sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim; Gangetic West Bengal, Odisha and Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands. 
Northeast India: Arunachal Pradesh, Assam & Meghalaya and Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram & Tripura. 
West India: Gujarat Region, Saurashtra & Kutch, Coastal Maharashtra (Konkan) & Goa, Madhya Maharashtra and 
Marathawada. 
South India: Coastal Andhra Pradesh & Yanam, Telangana, Rayalaseema, Coastal Karnataka, North Interior 
Karnataka, South Interior Karnataka, Kerala & Mahe, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry & Karaikal and Lakshadweep. 
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